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with all who permitted me this privilege has been a source of the richest satisfaction. I have never entered your doors without being welcomed with expressions of regard. Your familiar intercourse with my household, in days of gladness and of grief, I have deemed one of my brightest honors ; while the remembrance of those with whom I have gone down to the dark valley, whose children, parents, and the companions of their life I now speak to, seem to entwine a new cord around my heart, and to stay my lingering steps, as their benignant faces still hover in our season of worship, and the green sods have not yet faded upon their graves.
It seemed to me, accordingly, that I was bound to take the course which I had decided on; to leave you the freedom of releasing me if you chose to do so; that I could not retire from the post where you had placed me, until I saw clearly that such a step would be without injury to you or dishonor to myself.
The letter which was addressed to me by the proprietors, by whom you are represented, was of a character to call for my distinct and gl'ateful acknowledgments. To say that I received it without a sense of the kindness and esteem by which it was dictated, would indicate an insensibility which I do not claim to possess. In that letter the following language is employed, in reply to the communication which I had made : " We hope that you will consent to continue